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Abstract. This article examines the role of women intellectuals in the development of
literature in the Uzbek SSR during the 1920s-1930s. The study analyzes the socio-cultural and
political conditions that facilitated the emergence of female authors and their participation in
literary processes. Special attention is given to the Jadid reform movement, which laid the
foundation for women’s education and intellectual activity. The research is based on archival
materials, periodical publications such as Yangi yo‘l, and memoir sources. The article argues that
women intellectuals not only contributed to literary development but also reflected broader
transformations in society. In particular, the "Abroad" section played an important role in
broadening the worldview of local women by presenting materials about the lives of women in
countries such as China, India and Africa. In addition, the inclusion of popular science materials
related to disciplines such as medicine, mathematics, and geometry not only contributed to
improving women's literacy, but also aimed at forming them into educated and active members of
society. Within the framework of this study, it is possible to trace in chronological order the women
who actively collaborated with the Yangi Yol magazine, and the thematic areas of their work.

Keywords: women intellectuals, Uzbek SSR, literature, Jadidism, Soviet period, women’s
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Tyiiin: Makanaga 1920-1930 xeuimaper ©30exk KCP-ne omebuertiH aamybiHa oen
3USUTBUIAPBIHBIH KOCKAH YJIECl KapacThIpbUIabl. 3epTTey/le oieN aBTOpiapAblH KaJlbIITacyblHA
XKOHE ONapJblH o1e0M YaepicTepre KaTbICyblHAa BIKIAT €TKEH OJIEYMETTIK-MOJCHH JKOHE casich
JKaFIaiiap TaylaHaabl. OUeNaep/IiH OUTIM allybl MEH 3UATKEPIIIK OeJCEeHAUTITIHIH HET131H KaJlaraH
KOIUATIK peopMabIK KO3FaIbICKa €peKile Ha3ap aylapbuiajibl. 3epTTey apXuB MarepuaiiapblHa,
Mep3iMIi OackIIBIMIApFa, COHBIH immiHAe «Yangi yo‘l» skypHaiblHa, COHIANH-aK €CTENIK IepEKTepre
HerizaenreH. Makanaga oien 3usulbliapbl oeOMETTiH JaMyblHa YJieC KOCHII KaHa KoWMaii,
KOFaMJaFbl KeH ayKbIMIbI e3repicTepnl /e OeifHenereHi monenaeHemi. Aram anWTkanga, «lllerem
O6emimi  KpiTail, YhaicraH >xoHe AdpHuka CHUSAKTBI eJjepleri oHenaepAiH eMipi Typajbl
MaTepHasiapIbl YChIHA OTHIPHII, KEPTUTIKTI SUeNIepAiH JYHHETaHBIMBIH KeHEHTY/IE MaHBI3IbI POIT

14


https://orcid.org/
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-7842-6935

«QAZAQTANY:'» evLvimu ocypranet 2 (30) 06 /2026
«QAZAQTANY» mnayunsiit scypran 2 (30) 06 /2026

«OAZAOTANY» scientific journal 2 (30) 06 /2026 ISSN 2708-0897

arkapael. COHBIMEH Karap, MEAWIIMHA, MaTeMaThKa >KOHE TEeOMETpPHUs CHUSKTBl IOHJEPMEH
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AHHOTaNUsA. B 1aHHOH CcTaThe pacCMaTpHUBAETCS POJIb KEHIIMH-UHTEIUIEKTYaI0B B Pa3BUTUHU
muteparypsl B Y36ekckoir CCP B 1920-1930-e roabl. AHaIM3UPYOTCS COLMAIBHO-KYIBTYPHbBIE U
MOJIUTUYECKUE YCIIOBHS, CITIOCOOCTBOBABIINE (POPMHUPOBAHUIO KEHCKOTO aBTOPCTBA U UX YUACTHIO B
auTeparypHbix Ipoueccax. Ocoboe BHUMaHUE YIeNAeTcs JKaaAuICKOMy pedopMaTopcKkomy
JBUKEHUIO, 3aJI0KUBILIEMY OCHOBY JJIsi 00pa30BaHUSl U MHTEUIEKTYyaJbHOM aKTUBHOCTH >KEHIIHH.
HccnenoBanne OCHOBaHO Ha apXMBHBIX MarepHallaX, NEPUOAUYECKHUX U3IAaHUAX, TAKUX KakK «SHru
Hoi», a TakkKe MEMyapHbIX HCTOYHHMKAaX. B crarbe yTBep»aaercs, YTO KEHIIUHBI-UHTEIEKTYaJIbl
HE TOJBbKO BHECIH BKJIAJ B pa3BUTHE JIUTEPATypbl, HO U OTpa3uiu Oojee MUpPOKUe 0OLIEeCTBEHHbIE
Tpancopmaruu. B uactHOCTH, paszen «3a pyOexom» ChITpajl BaXKHYIO pPOJb B PACIIUPEHUU
MHUPOBO33PEHUSI MECTHBIX >KEHIIUH, MPEACTABUB MaTepuaibl O )KU3HU XKCHIIUH B TaKUX CTpaHax,
kak Kwuraii, Unaus u Adpuka. Kpome TOro, BKIIOUEHHWE HAYYHO-TIOMYJISPHBIX MaTepUasoB,
CBS3aHHBIX C TAaKMMHU JIHUCLUUIUIMHAMM, KaK MEIUIMHA, MaTeéMaTHKa M TEOMETPHs, HE TOJIBKO
CIOCOOCTBOBAJIO MOBBIIIEHUIO TPAMOTHOCTH JKEHILMH, HO U ObUIO HalpaBlIeHO Ha (OPMUPOBAHUE
U3 HUX OOpa30BaHHBIX M AKTUBHBIX WIEHOB OOLIECTBa. B paMkax 3TOro mcciaenoBaHUS MOXKHO
MPOCEIUTh B XPOHOJIOTHYECKOM MOPSJIKE JKEHIIMH, KOTOPbIE aKTUBHO COTPYIHHYAIM C KypHAJIOM
«S1HrY Hom», U TeMaTHYecKre HapaBIeHUs UX paboT.

KuoueBble ciioBa: >KEHUTUHBI-MHTEIIIEKTYanbl, Y30ekckas CCP, muteparypa, KaguausM,
KEHCKasl Ipecca

Introduction

In past centuries, the territory of present-day Uzbekistan, as part of Central Asia, was
occupied by the khanates of Bukhara, Kokand, and Khiva. Despite being surrounded by political
and economic challenges, this period witnessed a certain level of development in education,
literature, and culture. In particular, a number of enlightened and prominent female poets emerged
among women, including Uvaysiy, Nodirabegim (Mahloroyim), Dilshodi Barno, Anbar Otin,
To‘tiqiz, Xayriniso, and Bahriniso [1, 15-18].

For instance, Dilshodi Barno composed ghazals in both Tajik and Uzbek languages. Initially
working alongside her mother-in-law and, following her passing, independently for 51 years, she
was actively engaged in teaching literacy to women. A total of 891 Uzbek girls studied at her
school, among whom notable poets such as Anbar Otin, To‘tiqiz, Xayriniso, and Bahriniso were
trained.

In this context, it is appropriate to briefly consider the activities of Anbar Otin. Anbar Otin
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Farmonqul qizi (1870, Kokand — 1915) was an Uzbek poet who studied at Dilshod Otin’s school. In
addition to her literary work, she was actively involved in educating and mentoring young girls in
her community, which earned her the title of “Otin”. The works of Anbar Otin are predominantly
social in nature, addressing issues such as injustice of the time, the difficult conditions of the
working population, and the importance of enlightenment. In her work «Qarolar falsafasi»
(«Philosophy of the Oppressed»), she vividly portrays the harsh fate of women. Furthermore, she
raises the issue of women’s social status and advocates for their legitimate rights within society.

In evaluating the role of motherhood, Anbar Otin emphasizes its fundamental importance,
stating: «A mother is such a wise creator that she brings into the world and nurtures figures like
Plato and Aristotle, Avicenna and Ulugbek, Jami, Saadi, Ferdowsi and Khayyam, Nodira and
Uvaysiy...» [2,89-96]. Thus, Anbar Otin can be regarded as one of the progressive intellectual
women who, through her literary works, addressed social problems and actively advocated for
women’s rights.

Materials and methods

Theoretical analysis

In the 1920s, the entry of women into the literary process in the territory of the Uzbek SSR
was primarily realized through the pages of periodical press. Publications intended for women
served as the first creative platform for female authors[3].

According to the memoirs of Saodat Shamsiyeva, «whenever Soviet Press Day was
celebrated, I would recall those Uzbek girls and young women of the 1920s who had just gained
freedom, learned literacy, and began to take up the pen to write poems and epics about women’s
emancipationy.

Women gradually began to appear in various periodicals. At the same time, the monthly socio-
political, literary, and illustrated women’s journal Yangi yo ‘[, published by the Women’s Department
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Uzbekistan, became an important platform.
The journal evolved into a space where numerous women expressed their experiences, emotions,
and social realities through literary creativity, thereby reflecting the spirit of the era[4, 156-158].

In another account, Saodat Shamsiyeva notes: «We attended a literary circle organized by our
literature teacher, the scholar Abdurahmon Sa’diy, at the Women’s Educational Institution. Our
early writings were discussed there. Many of the participants of this circle later became the first
writers of the Soviet period - poets, authors, and journalists. Sobira Xoldorova was sent to Moscow
to study journalism and became a highly qualified journalist. Oydin Sobirova became a writer.
Xosiyat Tillaxon qizi not only became a poet but also served for many years as the editor of the
women’s journal «Yangi yo‘l». Other members, such as Karima Bobojonova and Saodat
Rahmonova, worked in regional newspapers and journals» [5].

The memoirs of Saodat Shamsiyeva thus provide valuable insight into the formation of an
intellectual and literary environment among Uzbek women in the early 1920s. This literary milieu
and the activities of such circles later found a more structured expression in the women’s journal
«Yangi yo‘l».

The first issue of «Yangi yo‘l» was published in Samarkand on December 1, 1925. From the
4th issue in 1926, it was published in Tashkent, and from June 1, 1927, it was again relocated to
Samarkand. The following table presents the editorial leadership of the journal during different
periods. Source: compiled by the author.

Table - 1. Compiled by the author

Period Editor-in-Chief//Editorial Board Notes
December 1925 - Editorial Board: Alimov, Nazirova, Initial organizational stage of
November 1927 Korieva, Nosirova, Karimova, Saifullina | the journal
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December 1927 - Tojixon Shodieva Period of single editorial
August 1929 leadership
From September 1929 | Editorial Board: Tojixon Shodieva, Stage characterized by the

Sobira Xoldor qizi, Tojixon Rustambek | leadership of women
qizi, Xosiyat Tillaxon qizi, Mahbuba intellectuals.
Rahim qizi

If we focus on the activities of the journal, it can be observed that in its early years it was
managed by a collective editorial board. From December 1925 to November 1927, the editorial
board included Alimov, Nazirova, Korieva, Nosirova, Karimova, and Saifullina. This period
represents the formative stage of the journal, during which the editorial structure was mixed, and
the publication functioned primarily as a platform for general educational and socio-political
dissemination.

From December 1927 to August 1929, the position of editor-in-chief was held by Tojixon
Shodieva, marking a transition to individual editorial leadership. From September 1929 onward, the
journal returned to a collective editorial board structure.

The journal «Yangi yo‘l» played a significant role as a cultural platform in the formation of
women intellectuals and female poets. It served as a space where women could develop their
literary voice and participate in broader socio-cultural discourse.

Throughout the 1930s, the journal was published regularly and consisted of a wide range of
thematic sections, including: «Politics», «Education», «Upbringingy», «Cooperation», «Productiony,
«Law», «Literature», «Medical Assistance», «Household», «Economic Activities», «Mailboxy,
«Our Life», «Abroad», «Youth», «Public Health», «Science and Technology», «Bibliography»,
«Knowledge and Wisdom», «Court and Everyday Life», «What Do They Write to Us About?»,
«From All Sides», «Miscellany», «Questions to the Editorial Office of Yangi yo‘l», «Responses and
Advice from the Editorial Board», «From Received Letters», «Various Notes», «Odds and Ends»
«Announcements»|[7].

As can be seen, the journal operated across numerous sections that reflected the social,
political, cultural, and educational life of women, thereby functioning as a comprehensive platform
for representing women’s experiences and participation in public life.

On the pages of the journal, issues that were highly relevant to women - such as education,
family, labor, freedom, and women’s position in society - were consistently addressed. These
themes were expressed in both literary and journalistic forms. A close examination of the journal
reveals that each section contained distinct and diverse types of information.

In particular, the section «Abroad» played an important role in broadening the worldview of
local women by presenting materials about the lives of women in countries such as China, India,
and Africa. In addition, the inclusion of popular scientific materials related to disciplines such as
medicine, mathematics, and geometry not only contributed to increasing women’s literacy but also
aimed at shaping them into educated and active members of society.

Although the poems published in the journal covered a variety of topics, they were united by
common themes such as freedom, emancipation, the pursuit of enlightenment, women’s lives, and
social awakening. As part of this study, it is possible to trace, in chronological order, the women
who actively contributed to the journal «Yangi yo‘l» and the thematic directions of their works.

Results and discussion

The composition of authors actively participating in the «Literature» section of «Yangi yo‘l»
clearly reflects the scale and social orientation of the literary environment formed around this
publication. The section prominently featured female authors such as Xosiyat Tillaxon qizi, Oydin
(Manzura Sobirova), Sobira Xoldorova, Saodat Shamsiyeva, Muzayinna Alaviya, Hojar G‘ulom
qizi, Saodat Shamsiddin, S.Burnoshova, Erk Chirchigboeva, Zarifa, Halima Shoumar qizi, Xosiyat
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Musino, Nurtoy, Mahbuba Rahim qizi, Sayyora, Muazzama, M. Dilovar qizi, and Kavkab, whose

works were regularly published.

At the same time, the participation of male authors such as Mirtemir, G‘ayratiy, M.Tojizoda,
and Ibrohim Usmoniy can also be observed. This indicates that the journal was not merely a
narrowly defined women’s publication but rather a platform closely connected with the broader

literary process.

Table - 2. Women'’s Participation in the Journal «Yangi yo‘l» (1926)

{ Author Title / Topic Journal Year | Issue

1 Sharofat May Day before the Yangi yo‘l No. 4
Revolution 1926

2 Karimova New Forces Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 4

3 Uzbek Girl Essential Advice on Child Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 5
Upbringing

4 Nafisa New Forces in the Elimination o] Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 5
Illiteracy

5 Sharapat How Soviet Laws Saved Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 6
Little Nazira

6 Xosiyat Tillaxon qgizi | The Voice of My Comrade Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 6

7 Bashorat Jalolova Another Step Forward Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 6

8 Oydin The Negative Impact of Poor Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 6
Upbringing on Schooling

9 Zuhra Safarova Physical Education Activities Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 6

10 Saodat My Wish Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 7-8

11 Dilbar Qoriyeva The Purpose of Preschool Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 7-8
Education

12 Zarifa O‘rmonova What Is Being Written from Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 7-8
the Mahallas?

13 Saodat Mirzo Aziz qiz| Our Wishes Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 7-8

14 Uzbek Girl Essential Advice on Child Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No. 7-8
Upbringing

15 Risolat M. Scientific Journey Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No.9

16 Oysha Rahmon qizi | Child Upbringing Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No.9

17 Madrahimova R. Women'’s Club of the Old City of Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No.9
Samarkand

18 Saodat Mahmadjon | The Need to Combat Superstitio| Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No. 10

19 Oliya Hismat qizi The October Revolution and Yangi yo‘l | 1926 | No. 10
Women of the East

20 Rahima Women of the Zarafshan Region Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No. 10

21 Oydin True Life Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No. 10

22 Saodat Rahmonova | I Wish Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No. 10

23 Oydin Suffering Due to the Inability | Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No. 10

to Live in Freedom
24 Hamida The Ranks of Youth Are Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No. 10
Muhammadjon Expanding

25 Uzbek Girl New Alphabet Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No. 11-12

26 Zarifa To My Comrade Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No. 11-12

27 Amina Ibrohim qizi | New Alphabet Yangi yo‘l 1926 | No. 11-12
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The analysis of materials published in the journal Yangi yo‘l in 1926 demonstrates that
female authors participated actively and systematically in this publication. According to the data
presented in the table, at least 27 articles were written by women during the year. This indicates
that, by the mid-1920s, women had begun to occupy an increasingly stable and significant position
in the press, as well as in broader socio-cultural and educational processes.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the analysis of the journal «Yangi yo‘l» demonstrates that it played a crucial
role in the formation of women’s intellectual and literary activity in the Uzbek SSR during the
1920s—1930s. The journal functioned not only as a platform for publishing literary works but also as
an important socio-cultural space where women articulated their voices, expressed their
experiences, and engaged with contemporary issues. The findings of this study show that women’s
participation in the literary process was not sporadic but systematic and increasingly
institutionalized. The growing number of female authors and the thematic diversity of their writings
- covering education, family, emancipation, and social transformation - indicate that women were
becoming active contributors to public discourse.

At the same time, the journal reflects the complex interaction between traditional cultural
norms and Soviet modernization policies. While it provided new opportunities for women’s
education and self-expression, it also functioned as an ideological instrument that shaped and
directed women’s roles in accordance with state priorities. Thus, «Yangi yo‘l» can be regarded as a
key medium through which the early generation of women intellectuals emerged and developed.
The legacy of these women represents an important stage in the history of Uzbek literature and
contributes to a deeper understanding of gender, culture, and intellectual transformation in early
Soviet Central Asia.
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